
HOW TO ANALYSE CLASS STATUS IN THE COUNTRYSIDE  

(Issued by the Democratic Central Government in Juichin, Kiangsi Province in 1933) 

(1) LANDLORD 

A person shall be classified as a landlord who owns land, but does not engage in labour or only 

engages in supplementary labour, and who depends on exploitation for his means of livelihood. 

Exploitation by the landlords is chiefly in the form of land rent, plus money lending, hiring of labour, 

or the simultaneous carrying on of industrial or commercial enterprises, But the major form of 

exploitation of the peasants by the landlords is the exacting of land rent from the peasants. The 

management of landholdings owned by public bodies and the collection of rent from school land also 

belong to the category of exploitation in the form of land rent. 

Some bankrupt landlords who, despite their bankruptcy and their ability to work, do not engage in 

labour, and whose living conditions are better than those of an ordinary middle peasant, shall 

continue to be classified as landlords. 

Warlords, bureaucrats, local despots and villainous gentry are political representatives of the 

landlord class and are exceptionally cruel and wicked elements among the landlords. (Among the rich 

peasants# there are also small local despots and villainous gentry). 

Any person who collects rent and manages the landed property for landlords and depends on the 

exploitation of peasants by the landlords as his main means of livelihood and whose living conditions 

are better than those of an ordinary middle peasant shall be treated in the same manner as a 

landlord. 

 


